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• Definition of neglect: IC 31-34-1-1
(1) the child's physical or mental condition 
is seriously impaired or seriously 
endangered as a result of the inability, 
refusal, or neglect of the child's parent, 
guardian, or custodian to supply the child 
with necessary food, clothing, shelter, 
medical care, education, or supervision

• Deaths from neglect contributed for 31 
deaths in SFY 2005
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• Definition of abuse:  IC 31-34-1-2 (1) the 
child's physical or mental health is seriously 
endangered due to injury by the act or 
omission of the child's parent, guardian, or 
custodian; 

• Deaths from abuse accounted for 26 deaths 
for SFY 2005
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• Positional asphyxiation was the cause of 
9 neglect deaths in 2005, and was the 
leading cause of neglect deaths

• Increase by 7 from the previous year
• 5 involved the use of alcohol/drug
• 6 of the 9 involved rollover
• Substantiated for unsafe sleeping 

environment, not necessarily for bed 
sharing
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