Contribution of Homicide and Suicide to Maternal Mortality in Indiana:
A Call to Action
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Both domestic violence and depression during and after pregnancy (known clinically as perinatal mood disorders) pose significant risk to the health and safety of women in the United States and exert considerable burden on healthcare and community systems.  While their contribution to maternal mortality has been largely under-reported and under-investigated, evidence indicates that homicide is a leading cause of death for pregnant women, and that suicide may account for up to 15% of all deaths to women within one year postpartum.  A review of Indiana maternal death records from 2002-2005 reveals that homicide and suicide collectively accounted for 24.2% (n=31) of deaths to pregnant and postpartum women, a figure that may under-represent the actual burden of homicide and suicide on maternal mortality in Indiana. The high percentage of pregnant and postpartum Indiana women dying from homicide and suicide merits immediate comprehensive and collaborative attention.  Recommendations for state and local public health systems include improving mortality data collection and reporting, developing a statewide maternal mortality review process, partnering with multidisciplinary groups and agencies, and providing outreach and education to perinatal care providers.
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